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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 September 2004 . 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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This communication is responsive to an amendment filed on 9/15/2004 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U S C 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Abe et al. 
(US 6,084,843). 

Regarding claim 1, see Figs. 9-16 which show a beam-guiding optical device in an 
optical head device to bring beams if different wavelengths which are emitted by separate 
light sources together onto the same optical axis or to guide the beams onto a common 
photo receiving device, comprising: an incident plane and an exit plane (see plate 25 in 
Figs. 9-16) which are being back to back wherein one of the incident plane and the exit 
plane has a stair-like surface; wherein a step height (see plate 25 in Figs 14-16) between 
neighboring treads in the stair-like surface is set to cause a phase difference corresponding 
to "n" wavelengths to one of the beams when the one of the beams passes through the 
neighboring treads, and n is equal so as not to change the traveling direction- 
Regarding claim 2, see Fig. 12B which shows a beam-guiding optical device in an 
optical head device wherein the treads are curved. 

Regarding claim 3, see Fig. 12B which shows a beam-guiding optical device in an 
optical head device wherein the treads are formed concentrically. 

Regarding claim 4, see Figs. 9-16 which show an optical head device having a 
beam-guiding optical device, comprising: a first light source (see light source 21a in Figs. 
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9-10) for emitting a first beam of light; a second source (see light source 21b in Figs. 9-10) 
for emitting a second beam of light which differs in wavelength from the first beam of 
light; an objective lens (see objective lens 26) for converging the light and second beams of 
light onto a recording surface of an optical recording medium; and a common photo 
receiving device (see detector 28) for receiving the first and second beams of light which 
are reflected from the recording of the optical recording medium through the objective lens; 
wherein the beam-guiding optical device (see plate 25) is placed on an optical path between 
the objective lens and the common photo device to deflect one of the first and second 
beams of the light that have been reflected from the recording surface of the optical 
recording medium and to guide both of the first and second beams of light onto the 
common photo receiving device. 

Regarding claim 5, see Figs. 9-10 which show an optical head device having a 
beam-guiding optical device, wherein the first and second light sources are stored in a 
single package as a light source unit (see compound LD 21). 

Regarding claim 6, see Figs. 9-16 which show an optical head device having a 
beam-guiding optical device comprising: a first light source (see light source 21a) for 
emitting a first beam of light; a second light source (see light source 21b) for emitting a 
second beam of light which differs from in wavelength form the first beam; an objective 
lens (see objective lens 26) for converging the first and second beams of light onto a 
recording surface of an optical recording medium; and a common photo receiving device 
(see detector 28) for receiving the first and second beams of light that are reflected from the 
recording surface of the optical recording medium through the objective lens; wherein the 
beam-guiding optical device (see plate 25) is placed on an optical path between the first 
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and second light sources and the objective lens to bring the first and second beams of light 
together onto the same optical axis and to guide them to the objective lens. 

Regarding claim 7, see Figs. 9-10 which show an optical head device having a 
beam-guiding optical device wherein the first and second light sources are stored in a 
single package as a light source unit (see compound LD 21). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claimed invention have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Cited References 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited references relate to an optical head apparatus having a 
HOE plate placed guiding lights to an objective lens. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bach Q. Vuong whose telephone number is (703) 305-7355. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (703) 305-6137. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free) /fff ,/l 
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